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Backpock & BACKPACK BUDDIES

In the Bemidji area, 1in 5 children experience food insecurity and hunger. The Backpack Buddies program was
BUDDIES developed to help ensure children in the Bemidji school district have access to nutritious, non-perishable and
e i gorioamr SR e E AN, easy-to-prepare food at times when other resources are not available, such as weekends and school vacations.
Community Partners: Bemidji School District (ISD #31), Sanford Health, North Country Food Bank, Lueken’s

Village Foods, and Marketplace Foods.
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This book gifting program makes reading fun and exciting for local children. Each month a new, carefully ; ! |y “]?Eﬂ-‘m.m ‘n ‘n '-E B D

selected book is mailed to children directly to their home, with no cost to the family. Children from birth until ; 3 ] n . t-h

their fifth birthday are eligible for this free program in Beltrami County. Community Partners: Red Stu Breakfast ; e : = .1 G U

Bar, Beltrami Electric Operation RoundUp, Friends of the Bemidji Public Library, and Friends of the Carnegie.

In partnership with area non-profits, for-profits, civic, and community organizations, this online tool allows local
VOLUNTEERBEMIDJI agencies to share volunteer and job opportunities, charitable agencies accepting household donations,

: ‘ community resources, and more. Visit VolunteerBemidji.org to see what needs are in our community, and sign
up to be of service to others.

WHEELS T0 WORK

WHEEI_S Wheels to Work: Fueling Opportunities to Thrive” is a United Way transportation program that assists local families
Tu WURK with transportation and vehicle repairs to ensure they can get to work and receive needed services. Community
Partners: Dondelinger GM, Northwest Minnesota Foundation, Northwest Technical College, Otto Bremer
Foundation, and United Way Partner Agencies.

COATS FOR THE COMMUNITY

Pl gl ., Each year donations of gently used, clean winter coats and outerwear for men, women, children and infants are

COATS™: collected. More than 3,000 cold-weather items are collected and distributed to our Bemidji neighbors to keep

DMMU them warm and dry during the winter. Community Partners: Paul Bunyan Broadcasting's KZY95.5, KB101, Z99
Helping Us All Stay Warm and KBUN, Lueken'’s Village Foods, Dress Club Cleaners, and First Lutheran Church.

THANKSGIVING MEALS
Each Thanksgiving, meals are prepared and delivered to local families who would not have access to a delicious

full meal without community support. This program is made possible through the support of volunteers who

(J

assist in preparing and delivering meals. Community Partners: Bar 209, Lueken's Village Foods, and United Way
Partner Agencies.
Each December children get to experience the joy of the holiday thanks to the generosity of our community.
Parents or legal guardians register for the Holiday Gifts for Kids program and have the opportunity to choose a
gift for their child on distribution day. In addition, each family receives a board game to enjoy together.
Community Partners: RP Broadcasting’s Babe County 98.3 and Mix 103.7, Sanford Center, First National Bank H
Bemidji, and Bemidji Ambulance. Un Ited _‘N.a.y

of Bemidji Area

BEY"N HIIﬁDING The United Way provides support with problem solving, advocacy, marketing, fundraising, volunteer connections,
and strategic services to help our local non-profit partner agencies serve more people. Community Partners:
Otto Bremer Trust.

Our Mission: To transform lives in our community by uniting people and organizations to maximize donor impact.
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GIVE WHERE YOU LIVE

HOW DONOR DOLLARS LEAD TO CHANGE

Local businesses and
community members
donate to the annual
campaign and community
donations are totaled.

BEMIDJI COMMUNITY

Faith. Food. Hope.

n

i

NITE

h

[
[v]

COMMUNITY
TABLE

Evergreen
AL LB Youth & Famiy Services

DONATIONS APPLICATIONS

Local 501¢3 non-profits
working in Basic Needs,
and Education
apply for funding through
the United Way.

rthwoods
ttered Women's

Sheltermmm8 v

Community Investment
Cabinet volunteers
extensively vet and make
recommendations to be
approved by the Board of
Directors for allocation
of funds.
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Partner Agencies work
to balance the
community in the areas
of Basic Needs, Health,
and Education.

2023-2024 PARTNER AGENCIES

SENIOR CENTER

.BEMlD]l
Senior Center
‘Where the fun begias...

ADULT DAY BEMIDJI
SERVICES EARLY CHILDHOOD
COLLABORATIVE
BECC
BEMIDJI BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

OF BEMIDJI AREA

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
‘OF THE BEMIDUI AREA

g CAREGIVERS

HOPE HEADWATERS
HOUSE SCIENCE CENTER
oWz,
o ] T
HOUSE N
NORTHWOODS PEACEMAKER
CAREGIVERS RESOURCES
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS

READING CORPS

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
¥ | VOVAGEURS AREA COUNCI

MINNESOTA SERVEMINNESOTA
Special Olympics /]‘Fj'ﬁ, s
Minnesota §ﬁ€7 (r:eg?b
VOYAGEURS AREA
COUNCIL
BOY SCOUTS
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HOW WE HELP

GRANT FUNDING

The United Way Community Campaign raises funds for local non-profits that work on Basic Needs, Health, and Education. Your gift is entrusted into the
capable hands of trained community volunteers, called the Community Investment Cabinet, who work together to carefully invest funds into local
programs and initiatives that achieve the greatest impact and create opportunities for a better life.

Additional funding the United Way of Bemidji Area facilitates includes: Community Response Funding, Child Abuse Prevention Funding, Suicide
Prevention Funding, and Beltrami County Emergency Food & Shelter Grant Funding.

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES

United Way works with our Partner Agencies to solve collaborative issues the agencies are facing. United Way staff serve on various boards,
committees and community initiative groups to help solve community problems and support more local families.

Our most recent example is the Wheels to Work program. Wheels to Work supports families with transportation and vehicle repairs by partnering with
Dondelinger GM and Northwest Technical College. Dondelinger GM provides free Car Care Clinics, which include oil changes, tire rotations, and safety
inspections. Immediate safety repairs are covered through the program by utilizing Dondelinger GM and Northwest Technical College technicians. Since
the launch of the program, Wheels to Work has served 114 families in our area.

UNITED WAY AFFINITY GROUPS

United Way hosts a variety of Affinity Groups to engage community-minded individuals in opportunities to network, raise funds, advocate, and
MAKE AN IMPACT within our community.

WOMEN UNITED

Northwoods Battered Women’s Bemidji Community Food Shelf’s
Shelter new facility Mobile Food Pantry

Tribute Awards recognizing
women in our community
who make an impact

Village of Hope “Shuttle for
Shelters” project

LINC (LEAD. IMPACT. NETWORK. CHANGE.)
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 8) HIGH sCHOOL

LIVE UNITED

Food Pantry for
Bemidji High School
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“Bucky’s Cupboard” Food Pantry Holiday decorations Campus-wide winter
at Bemidji State University for local shelters items and food drives for students



