
Interested in Becoming a BSO Board Member? 

If you have a passion to make positive and lasting differences in the arts culture of the Bemidji 
area, consider joining us! Contribute your unique perspective based on your set of skills and 
experiences. 

MISSION: The Bemidji Symphony Orchestra excels in perseverance, dedication and 
inclusiveness, creating high quality orchestral experiences that inspire audiences and musicians 
of northern Minnesota. 

SNAPSHOT OF THE BSO: The Bemidji Symphony Orchestra (BSO) is a 501(c)3 community 
orchestra. We perform seven concerts each year plus a free biennial children’s concert. We are 
about to embark on 84th year. 

The BSO’s roster comprises 55-60 musicians and includes community members, BSU students, 
regional musicians, and BSU faculty, as well as exceptionally talented students. The BSO 
employs a Music Director and a part-time Executive Director, and has two other non-musician 
contracted positions, a (1) Personnel Manager and Music Librarian and (2) a Stage Manager. 
Current board members are: Rita Albrecht, Robert Belanger, Jack Buhn, Martin Graefe, Louise 
Jackson, Stu Rosselet, Sue Rosselet, and Linda Wolf. 

In the 14 years prior to COVID, the BSO had seen remarkable growth in all metrics: audience 
size, corporate and private donations, and the number, size, complexity, and artistic excellence 
of its concerts. And during this past year these same numbers have been rebounding and the 
organization’s energy and optimism is high. The talent and reputation of the guest artists that 
the BSO has brought to Bemidji has also realized a dramatic upswing, as have the challenges of 
the musical scores performed.  

Learn more about the BSO by watching the October 2015 Lakeland Public TV episode of 
Common Ground: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urHVd0UXU4g. 

BOARD TERMS: Board terms are 3 years and usually begin at our annual meeting in summer. 
New members are also received during other parts of the year but their terms typically end 
with the third annual meeting following their date of joining. The maximum number of board 
members is 15.  

BOARD MEETINGS: Meetings are usually held via Zoom on the second Thursday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m., usually at a conference room of one of the Lueken’s Village Foods stores. Board 
committees (Executive, Finance, Fundraising, Governance, and Grants) meet as their business 
demands it. 

TYPE OF BOARD: The BSO board is a governance board, but it is also a “hands-on” working 
board. You will be expected to work with others on at least one committee, as well as perform 
some tasks at concerts. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urHVd0UXU4g.


TIME COMMITMENT: You should anticipate a modest time commitment of about 4–5 hours per 
month beyond that of attending board and committee meetings. Time commitments will flex 
from month to month in accordance with concert dates, deadlines, meetings, etc. 

COMPENSATION: As a BSO board member, you are a volunteer and will not receive financial 
compensation for your service. 

REQUIREMENTS: All members of the Board of Directors must be Members of the BSO. A 
Member of the BSO is defined as a person who (1) has contributed at least $10 to the BSO in 
the current fiscal year, and/or (2) is a current rostered BSO musician who has played at least 
seven concerts with the orchestra. 

EXPECTATIONS 

• Adhere to the fiduciary duties of care, loyalty, and obedience to the law; carry out board 
duties with the highest level of respect and integrity.  

• Familiarize yourself with information in the Board Manual; know the BSO mission and 
values statements and keep them foremost in mind when making decisions. 

• Prepare for and attend board meetings; readily speak up if you have comments, 
questions or need clarification. 

• Practice patience, cooperation and listening skills—respect both the process and the 
people needed to run a nonprofit organization efficiently, equitably, and honorably. 

• Make a financial contribution of record to the BSO 

• Actively serve on at least one committee. 

• Act as a positive and enthusiastic advocate for the BSO to the public at large. 

• All board members are expected to take an active role in fundraising. 

 

TO APPLY: Those interested in becoming a member of the Board of Directors of the Bemidji 
Symphony Orchestra should submit a brief expression of their interest in becoming a BSO board 
member, including why it is that they wish to do. They should also provide a biographical sketch 
of themselves. These items should be emailed to bso@bemidjisymphony.org with the subject 
line “Board Member Application.” 
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