
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Our Focus
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          Advancing the Common Good: 

                                                                          Creating Opportunities for a Better Life for All 

 



2010 

Beltrami County Health and Human Services 
$2,475τCar Seat Education and Distribution 

 
Bemidji Community Food Shelf  
$2,500τElectronic Record Keeping project 

 
Evergreen House  
$2,500τRecovery House after-care  
coordination program 
 
Upper Mississippi Mental  
$2,500τMental health resource/multi-media 
library 

Adult Day Services $14,200.00 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Kay Mack-Chair 
Beltrami County 
 
Denise Andre 
RiverWood Bank 
 
Mary Brink 
Bank Forward 
 
Kevin Gish 
North Country Health  
Services 
 

Jim Hanko 
Community Rep 
 
Lisa Hofstad 
Bemidji State University 
 
Kevin Jackson 
Paul Bunyan Broadcasting 
 
Doug Kranich 
Norbord Minnesota 
 
 
 

Lori Paris 
Bemidji Area Chamber  
 
John Pugleasa 
Beltrami County Health and 
Human Services 
 
Lorie Sathre 
Paul Bunyan  
Communications 
 
Becky Secore 
Beltrami Area Service Col-
laborative 
 

Donna Stone 
AmeriPride Services 
 
Joanne Torfin 
Community Rep 
 
Dale Turner 
First National Bank Bemidji 
 
Barry Yocom 
Community Rep  
 
 

2010:  

Mission: 

To improve people's lives by  
mobilizing the caring power of 

our community. 
 

Vision: 

The United Way of Bemidji Area  
will be a recognized leader  

connecting people, resources and 
ideas to create a thriving  
community  characterized  

by measurable and long-lasting  
improvements  

in education, income and health. 

 

 

Community Impact Endowment 
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Connecting Volunteers 

 

2010 



2010: 

Dressed as Seussville characters, the United Wayôs communications committee announces the campaign total at the Celebrating Success in Seussville  

Victory Dinner on November 30. 
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Dave and Eileen Bretschneider 

 

  

Dave and Eileen Bretschneider 
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2010: 

 

 

Balance Sheet 
as of 12/31/10 

 

 

 

 

  



Ken Howe 
2010 marked the 24

th
 year of the United Way of the Bemidji Area 

making a difference in our community.   In the past 24 years we 
have raised more than $6,500,000 to assist our partner agencies 
in achieving their goals and serving their clients.  This yearôs 
campaign, led by our campaign co-chairs, Chris and Melissa V 
acek, added $407,780 to that total.  
 

In addition to investing in Partner Agency programs and services, 
campaign dollars go to support United Wayôs community impact 
initiatives, venture grants and year-round programs.  Our most 
recent community impact initiative ñBackpack Buddiesò has got-
ten off to a remarkable start, providing 100 JW Smith Elementary 
students, who are experiencing food insecurity and hunger, with 

a food pack during the weekend and school breaks.  The goal is to continue the pro-
gram in 2011 at JW Smith and impact more student lives by  expanding the program 
to Central Elementary.   
 

The heart of United Way belongs to the hundreds of united, compassionate, philan-
thropic focused people from all facets of our community who share a common  
purpose, to make the lives of those who live around them better.  These people put 
forth the time and effort required to change critical needs in our community in signifi-
cant ways.  They push forward in challenging times and are determined to help United 
Way deliver on its mission and vision.  They include our exceptional staff, board of 
directors, campaign cabinet, communications committee, allocations committee,  
Pacesetter businesses, workplace campaign coordinators and volunteers, and count-
less individuals who donate both their time and treasure .  They say ñit takes a Village 
to raise a childò ï I think it takes a community to make a United Way. 
 

I would be remiss in not noting the leadership of our Executive Director, Ashli Bowen. 
In addition to her ñnormalò duties she has been instrumental in partnering with the 
community to start a number of new initiatives such as the ñNon-Profit Coalitionò and 
the ñBackpack Buddiesò program.   She, along the Board, have put together the 
Agenda for Lasting Change (see back page), a four-year plan to transform United Way 
into an organization that has a more strategic direction in  Advancing the Common 
Good ï identifying critical needs, establishing goals and key measures, investing in, 
partnering with, tracking and measuring both program and community level progress 
around the building blocks for a better life:  education, income and health. 
 

For more than thirteen years, Jennifer Sanford, United Wayôs office administrator, has 
accepted change, maintained a positive proactive attitude, welcomed new responsibil-
ity and challenged herself to learn new skills.  Her commitment is truly a rare find and 
has helped shape United Way into the organization we are so proud of today. 
 

United Way will be closing one door and opening another in 2011.  The office we have 
been extremely fortunate to have on the 2

nd
 floor of Wells Fargo downtown for the past 

17 years will be closing as of March 1, 2011.  Our new home will be announced soon 
and I am confident it will bring great opportunities for us and the community. 
 

I would especially like to thank my fellow United Way Board Members.  I am continu-
ously impressed by their professionalism, wisdom, dedication and compassion.  As 
Chris Corradi, the incoming UW President for 2011 will find out ï it will make his job 
that much easier.  I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your President and look 
forward to working with you as ñpast Presidentô next year! 
 

From the United Way President 

 
 

Ken Howe 
Dunn Bros Coffee/Northland Connect 
President 
 
Chris Corradi 
Beltrami Electric 
Vice President 
 
Ken Raw 
RiverWood Bank 
Treasurer 
 
Rosie Berg 
Pinnacle Publishing 
Secretary 
 
Karen Oftelie 
First National Bank Bemidji  
At-Large 
 
Marla Patrias 
Bemidji State University  
Alumni Association  
At-Large 
 
Rita Albrecht 
Community Representative 
 
Brian Bissonette 
Paul Bunyan Telephone 
 
Ann Daley 
Community Representative 
 
Jeremy Fayette 
Edward Jones 
 
Michelle Lasha 
North Country Business Products 
 
Bill Maki 
Bemidji State University 
 
Kathy Palm 
Bemidji School District  
 
Dale Thompson 
Ken K Thompson Jewelry 
 
Bob Verchota 
North Country Health Services  

 

 
 

Ashli Bowen 
Executive Director 
 
Jennifer Sanford 
Office Administrator 

2010:  

Profit And Loss Statement 
January through December 2010 

United Way Worldwide  
Membership Dues  

1% 

Percentage of Expenditures 
and Investments 


