


United Way Year Round Programs 

This year, the United Way of 
Bemidji Area launched the 
LIVE UNITED brand as a  
constant reminder to our  
community that when we r 
each out a hand to one, we  
influence the condition of all. 
 
We continued to partner with  
social service organizations  
developing strong, strategic  
approaches for tackling the big 
problems in the areas of  
education, income, and health,  
ensuring permanent, positive 
changes were taking place. 
 
Here are the 2008 highlights 
of how we touched lives and  
influenced the conditions of all 
for the better: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

IMPROVING FINANCIAL HEALTH—NEW! 
2,500 Financial Fitness calendars (sponsored by Greater Twin Cities United 
Way) were given to Bi-CAP and Community Resource Connections to dis-
tribute to their clients.  The calendars offer tips  on filing tax returns, how 
to use your refund, investing and saving, preventing foreclosure, estab-
lishing healthy credit, making college a reality… 
 

STAMP OUR HUNGER—NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LETTER  
CARRIERS FOOD DRIVE 
On Saturday, May 10, 2008, 5,600 pounds of food wer e collected for 
the Bemidji Community Food Shelf. 
 

COATS FOR THE COMMUNITY 
The first Saturday in October we distributed over 2500 donated coats 
and winter accessories to those in need.  Co-sponsored by Paul Bunyan 
Broadcasting and First Lutheran Church. 
 
SENIOR COMMUNITY CLEAN UP DAY 
Sponsored by United Way, Northwoods Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers, Boys & 
Girls Club, Community Resource Connections, Healthy Community Healthy Kids,  
and Disability Linkage Line.  400+ volunteers helped 90 seniors with out-
door activities to prepare their yards for winter. 
 

SOMEONE SPECIAL VOLUNTEER PROGAM 
We recognized 30 community volunteers for their commitment to  
volunteering on KB101’s morning show, in the Bemidji Pioneer and  
provided them with a plaque courtesy of Ken K. Thompson. 
 

HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR KIDS 
On December 16, 2008, 1,181 children received a bri ghter Christmas 
thanks to the generosity of businesses and individuals in the community.  
Each child received an age appropriate toy, school supplies and a book. 
 

INSPIRE BY EXAMPLE VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION PROGRAM 
Sponsored by the United Way and Bemidji Volunteer Directors  
The following people were recognized throughout the community and  
media during “Inspire by Example” week, April 27-Ma y 3, 2008, for 
their exemplary volunteerism: 
Volunteer of the Year:  Mike Zimmerman 
Volunteer Family of the Year: Renn Family 
Volunteer Youth of the Year: Megan Blanchette 
Volunteer Group of the Year: Sexual Assault Advocates 
Lifetime Achievement in Volunteerism: Lois Jenkins 
 

WEEK OF CARING 
Employees at eight local businesses/organizations rolled up their  
sleeves during May 12-16, 2008, volunteering their time and talents  
painting, raking, building sheds, landscaping and participating in other 
projects which benefited local agencies and their clients.  
 
 

LIVE UNITED.  IT’S A CREDO.  A MISSION.  A GOAL. 
United Way Partnerships 

Beltrami Area Service Collaborative (BASC) 
 
 

Beltrami Wellness Education for a Long Life (BWELL) 
 
 

Bemidji Area Early Childhood Initiative-NW MN Foundation 
 
 

Bemidji Leads! - Encouraging Civic Engagement Action Team 
 
 

Bemidji Rotary  
 
 

Drug Free Coalition of North Central MN (housed within the UW) 
    Drug Free Workplace Initiative 
    Social Marketing Campaign for Underage Drinking  
 
 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)-Beltrami County  

The United Way of Bemidji Area works in partnership with the following 
community stakeholders on education, income and health initiatives: 
(the agencies listed below do not receive UW of Bemidji Area funding)  



 

EDUCATION 

Helping children, youth and adults reach their full  

potential is one of the key focus areas of United 

Way.  Today’s young people grow up in a world 

that presents more challenges than ever before.  

But thanks to United Way, there are more  

opportunities for: after-school enrichment, posi-

tive recreational and social activities, prevention 

programs, outreach, and mentoring for any youth 

in need; healthy social, emotional, cognitive and 

physical development opportunities for children 

and adults; leadership, character building, and 

conflict management skills; and skill develop-

ment, education, and training for people with a 

special need or disability. 

 
 

5,934 children and youth have a 
brighter future thanks to United Way’s 
focus on education. 

 
 

INCOME 

As the saying goes, "Sometimes, there's too much 

month left at the end of the money." And for far 

too many in the Bemidji area, this is the reality: 

work hard, make a little money, pay for the bare 

minimums, then do it all again with the next pay-

check.  The result? More than 19% of us are liv-

ing below poverty.  United Way is responding by 

offering  referrals and support services to serve 

and meet the needs of homeless, persistently 

poor, and impoverished individuals and families; 

transitional and affordable housing; and career 

development, job skills, job support, and place-

ment for individuals with special needs. 

 

 
United Way’s focus on financial stability  

helped more than 1,800 people  
receive the help they needed to become 
more self-sufficient and independent.  

 
 

HEALTH 
When individuals and families face life’s toughest 

challenges here in Bemidji, they are not alone.  

United Way is there improving people’s health 

and social well-being, and providing emergency 

services.  In Bemidji, United Way comes through 

with: basic human needs assistance, caring  

companions so people won’t become isolated, 

community activities that spark spirits, help to 

break the cycle of domestic violence, aid to  

people battling substance abuse, and support for 

people with mental illness, special needs and/or  

disabilities. 

 

 

42,193 services were provided  
through the United Way to aide in  
emergency services and improve people’s 
health and social well-being.   

United Way Impact Areas 
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2008 United Way Investment Portfolio 

CARING FOR THE BIG PICTURE 
PARTNER AGENCY 2008 

Adult Day Services $16,600 

ARC Headwaters $6,700 

Bemidji Community Soup Kitchen $6,500 

Bemidji Senior Center $16,900 

Boys & Girls Club of the Bemidji Area $16,800 

Civil Air Patrol - Northland Squadron $2,400 

Communuty Resource Connection $5,000 

Courage Center $4,000 

Churches United $3,000 

Evergreen Recovery House $7,000 

Evergreen Shelter  $17,000 

Foster Grandparents/Senior Companions $14,500 

Girl Scouts of MN and WI Lakes and Pines $7,700 

Habitat for Humanity (Northwoods) $4,500 

Healthy Community Healthy Kid’s Kinship North $9,900 

Hope House $13,300 

Horizon Health RSVP $10,400 

Let's Go Fishing-NEW  $1,500 

Lutheran Social Service $8,300 

North Country Food Bank $9,300 

North Country Hospice $13,200 

Northwoods Coalition for Family Safety—NEW  $3,300 

Northwoods Interfaith $7,900 

Occupational Development Center $5,300 

Ours to Serve House of Hospitality $22,000 

Paul Bunyan Amateur Radio Club $3,500 

Peacemaker Resources $7,900 

Salvation Army $2,500 

Sexual Assault Program $14,500 

Timber Bay $14,300 

UMMHC - Summer Skills—NEW  $5,000 

Upper Mississippi Mental Health Ctr - Outreach $2,900 

Voyageur Area Boy Scout Council $9,400 

TOTAL PARTNER AGENCY ALLOCATION  $293,000 

2008 Partner Agency Allocation 

2008 Venture Grants 

 
Arc Headwaters - $1000 for Recreation and Gift Fund 
Those living with developmental disabilities have extremely limited personal funds and may have 
no involvement with family members.  This project provides just a small part of what family 
would typically provide.  The project provides funding for both recreational activities and for 
birthday and holiday gifts.  Clients will be able t o participate in community activities, such as 
going to the movies, attending plays or concerts, paying for registration fees for special events or 
camps.   Additionally, with little or no family inv olvement these individuals receive few gifts, if 
any, for birthdays and holidays.  The project will fill the gap.   
 
Sexual Assault Program - $2500 for Teens Engaged in Ending Violence Overall  
The Sexual Assault Program finds that, while most youth are receptive to their message, they are 
more receptive when the messages are presented by their peers.  The project helps organize and 
coordinate a group of active teens to create an effective peer education program that the teen 
group will then present in the schools and local groups with the Bemidji School District.  Some 
of the TEEVO youth will attend this year’s Teen Leadership Summit and Girls Rock! The Capitol, 
held in St. Paul.  At this summit, the youth will l earn how to organize other youth in their com-
munities, hear about activities and events that youth in other areas of the state have organized, 
and will spend half of one day meeting their state senators and representatives.   
 
Boys & Girls Club - $2491 for Equipment for Teen Ni ghts at the Club 
The venture grant will pay for sound equipment and gaming systems to attract teens to the Club’s 
daily activities as well as attract teens to large-scale teen events held at the Club.  Bemidji Youth 
Advisory Commission (BYAC) has offered to pay for $500 of the cost of the equipment.  The 
project will help provide a safe, “cool,” chemical- free place for teens to gather. 
 
Evergreen - $2500 for Rock Sober Community Youth Events 
The venture grant will help expand Rock Sober to include community-wide alcohol and drug-free 
youth events.  The goal is to have safe, sober community events for youth on the Fourth of July, 
Halloween, and New Year’s Eve, as well as an additional summer youth concert.  These are occa-
sions when youth are especially tempted to celebrate by using alcohol and/or drugs.   



Pam Beard, Chair, Community Representative  
Mary Brink, Bank Forward 
Kevin Gish, North Country Health Services 
Deb Grovum, Northwest Technical College 
Susan Hazard, Pinnacle Publishing LLC 
Lisa Hofstad, Bemidji State University 
Doug Kranich, Norbord Minnesota 
Kay Mack, Beltrami County 
Bill Maki , Bemidji State University 
Lori Paris, Bemidji Chamber of Commerce 
Lisa Peterson, Northwest Minnesota Foundation 
Lorie Sathre, Paul Bunyan Telephone 
Donna Stone, Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services 
Alice Thompson, Community Representative 
Melissa Vacek, Bemidji Chamber of Commerce 
Bob Verchota, North Country Health Services 

2008 Allocations Committee 

 
2008 Marketing Sponsors 



2008 Financial Information 



Board of Directors  
 

Brian Bissonette 
Paul Bunyan Telephone 
President 
 

Dane Jones 
Krigbaum & Jones 
Vice President 
 

Ken Raw 
RiverWood Bank 
Treasurer 
 

Marla Patrias 
Bemidji State University  
Secretary 
 

Ken Howe 
Dunn Bros Coffee/Northland Connect 
At-Large 
 

Chris Corradi 
Beltrami Electric 
At-Large 
 

Eileen Bretschneider 
Edward Jones 
 

Jan Cota 
North Country Regional Hospital 
 

Joe Czapiewski 
Bemidji State University 
 

John Fylpaa 
DNR 
 

Cathy Hedstrom 
AmeriPride Services 
 

Tom Kusler 
Lincoln Elementary School 
 

Brandi Nelson 
Wells Fargo 
 

Karen Oftelie 
First National Bank Bemidji 
 

Nancy Smith 
North Country Business Products 
 
 
 
 

United Way Staff 
 
Ashli Bowen, Executive Director 
 
Jennifer Sanford, Office Administrator 
 
Jill Naylor-Yarger, DFC Director 
 
Syd Corrigan, DFC Office Assistant Director 

From The United Way Board President 
 
2008 was another successful year for the United Way of Bemidji area, despite the many continuing  
challenges to the local economy and the ever increasing competition for contributions. The fall fundra ising 
campaign resulted in over $416,421 in campaign pled ges, our largest fundraising total in our history!  
Thank you to the hundreds of volunteers, partner agencies, businesses, board of directors, and staff who 
made that possible. 
 
We were honored to have Leisha Gregg and Jodi Schroeder from First National Bank Bemidji serve as    
campaign co-chairs this year, our 22nd.  Needless to say, they did a tremendous job in leading the charge 
that resulted in our most successful campaign to date.  This year’s theme was “Super Heroes” and our  
community is filled with them.  Volunteers, those t hat donate their hard earned money, our Board of  
Directors, and the employees from all of our partner agencies continue to make a daily impact in the  
lives of thousands of people and deserve the title of Super Hero! 
 
Special thanks to the campaign cabinet, the communications committee, the marketing committee, and all  
the internal campaign coordinators who put in an extensive effort to make such a comprehensive fundraising campaign feasible.   
 
I would like to also extend our thanks and appreciation to our staff Ashli Bowen and Jennifer Sanford.  Ashli took over as our Executive 
Director in January and has done an incredible job in her first year.  She is extremely hard working and very dedicated to the United 
Way and our partner agencies.  Jennifer Sanford’s expertise, experience, and commitment to the United Way was instrumental in  
making our executive director transition go smoothly. 
 
Lastly, I thank my fellow board members.  It has been an honor for me to serve as the Board President in 2008 working along side 
great people who are committed to the organization, its purpose, and the agencies we support.  It is safe to say I had it easy thanks to 
the very dedicated board members I served along with. 
 
2008 was another successful one, not only in terms of the funds we have raised, but even more importantly the amount of people the 
United Way of Bemidji Area was able to help.  In the end, that is what it is all about, helping others .  Here are some highlights: 
 
Allocations- Every spring this committee comprised of 16 volunteers from around the community, meets to review funding requests 
from agencies to ensure our United Way funds are used appropriately and in the most effective way.  In 2008, 31 total agencies were 
provided funding, including two new partner agencies Let’s Go Fishing and Northwoods Coalition for Family Safety. 
 
Venture Grants-Our Venture Grant program was established to help organizations defray costs for either one time expenses or start up 
costs of new programs.  This year four different organizations were assisted with venture grants totaling $8,491. 
 
Community Impact-The community impact of the United Way of Bemidji Area has also included long standing programs like Coats for 
the Community, Holiday Gifts for Kids, and the Drug Free Coalition, along with new initiatives like providing fiscal calendars to low 
income residents through partner agencies and other community organizations. 
 
It’s been another very busy and successful year!  The future is bright for our United Way and I am thr illed to be a part of such a worth-
while, giving organization.  I wish incoming Board President Dane Jones continued success! 
 

 
Brian Bissonette 
2008 United Way Board President 
 
 
 



Our Campaign for the Community  
 
This year, under the remarkable leadership of 

Jodi Schroeder and Leisha Gregg, 2008  

Campaign Co-chairs, corporations, organiza-

tions and individuals throughout Bemidji area 

responded enthusiastically as true superheroes, 

surpassing last year’s campaign total by 

$3,671! Through emerging economic  

challenges, the Bemidji community remained 

incredibly optimistic and opened their hearts, 

raising $416,421.57 for the United Way of 

Bemidji Area.   

 



 
United Way engaged the public with the powerful campaign message Join Forces...Live United.  
Our strong, unifying superhero theme was carried throughout all communications from advertising 
to the web, corporate communication pieces to campaign events.  The message was consistent and 
well received.  With bold goals, committed leadership and enthusiastic internal campaigns within 
our participating companies, people took great ownership in the campaign and realized that  
together we are the United Way.    
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DIVISION  
CO-CHAIRS 

DOLLARS RAISED 

AGENCIES/CLUBS/YOUTH SERVICES 
April Collman 

$28,220.86 

BEMDIJI STATE UNIVERSITY & NORTH-
WEST TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

$12,849.90 

COMMERCIAL 
Scott Kurtzweg and Troy Huluptzok 

$46,443.65 

MAJOR GIFTS 
Scott Turn 

$159,223.73 

PROFESSIONAL DIVISION  
Jim Aylesworth 

$10,203.00 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
Sheila Miller 

$32,990.77 

AREA SCHOOLS (ISD#31) 
Susan Flicek and Kim  Kusler 

$15,981.28 

BUSINESS 
JoAnne Daniels and Sandy White 

$29,845.07 

SPECIAL GIFTS 
Liz Savage and Jon Motta 

$30,649.53 

HEALTHCARE 
Gail Dockendorf, Kari Knudson  
and Robin Myers 

$50,013.78 

TOTAL DOLLARS RAISED $416,421.57 

Pillar Division 
Judy Comstock and Penny Echternach 
 
Dollars Raised:  $103,406.64  (included in division totals)  
 
136 TOTAL PILLAR LEVEL SUPPORTERS — 21 NEW! 

Communications Committee 
 
Cammie Vogel, Co-Chair, Beltrami Electric Cooperative 

Johnny Lee Walker, Co-Chair, RP Broadcasting 

Jean Baer, Dominium Management Services Inc. 

Brian Bissonette, Paul Bunyan Telephone 

Sheila Dockendorf, Wells Fargo 

Jeff Halvorson, The Bemidji Pioneer 

Jackie Imdieke, North Country Business Products 

Karen Jacobson, Community Representative 

Jennifer Johnson, Paul Bunyan Telephone 

Colleen Schulke, Paul Bunyan Broadcasting 

Sheila Story, Beltrami Electric Cooperative 

Melissa Vacek, Bemidji Chamber of Commerce 



3-M  

Ace on the Lake 

Ainsworth 

AmericInn Lodge 

Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services 

Bank Forward – NEW! 

Beltrami County Employees 

Beltrami Electric Cooperative 

Bemidji Chamber of Commerce 

Bemidji Area Schools, ISD 31 

Bemidji Pioneer 

Bemidji State University 

Bernick's 

Bi-County CAP 

Bob Lowth Ford 

Boys & Girls Club of the Bemidji Area 

Bureau of Criminal Apprehension 

Citizens State Bank 

City of Bemidji 

Courage Center 

Deerwood Bank   

Dondelinger GM 

Eldercare/Havenwood Center 

Enbridge 

Evergreen House 

Fed EX Express 

First National Bank Bemidji 

Freeberg & Grund 

Gander Mountain 

Great Lakes Gas / TransCanada Pipeline 

Healthcare Accessories 

Herberger’s 

Hope House 
�

�

Headwaters Regional Dev. Commission 

Insure Forward 

JC Penney 

Knife River Materials  

Kraus-Anderson Construction 

Krigbaum & Jones 

Lakeland Public Television 

Lutheran Social Services 

Lueken's Village Foods North & South 

MedSave Family Pharmacy –NEW! 

MeritCare Clinic  

Miller McDonald 

Minnesota Energy Resources  

MJB Maytag Home Center  

MN Chippewa Tribe 

Minnesota Dept. of Human Services 

Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources 

Minnesota Dept. of Transportation 

Minnesota Dept. of Employment and 

      Economic Development 

Minnesota Public Radio 

North Country Business Products 

North Country Health Services 

Nortech Systems 

Northern Safety & Security 

Northwest Technical College   

Norbord Minnesota 

Northwoods Habitat for Humanity 

Northwoods Interfaith Volunteer  

     Caregivers 

NW Minnesota Foundation 

Oak Hills Christian College-NEW! 

Ours to Serve House of Hospitality 

 

Occupational Development    

     Center 

Ottertail Power 

Paul Bunyan Broadcasting 

Paul Bunyan Telephone 

Payless Shoe Source 

Pinnacle Publishing 

Potlatch Lumber Mill 

Riddle's Jewelry 

RiverWood Bank  

RP Broadcasting 

Rural Minnesota CEP 

Security Bank USA 

Sexual Assault Program 

Social Security Administration 

State Farm Agency Field Office 

Target 

Upper Mississippi Mental      

      Health Center 

United Way of Bemidji Area 

UPS  

WalMart 

Wells Fargo 

Widseth Smith Nolting  

Xcel Energy 

2008 Internal Campaign Participants  



Presidents Award 
(Corporate Gift of $1,000-$4,999)  
 

3M 

Ameripride Linen & Apparel  

North Country Health Services/ 

Bemidji Medical Equipment 

Bemidji Co-op 

Bi-County CAP 

Dondlinger GM 

EAPC Architects Engineers 

Hill’s Plumbing & Heating 

J.C. Penney 

Kraus Anderson Construction 

Lueken’s Village Foods 

MeritCare 

Northway Insurance Services 

Nortech 

North Country Business Products 

Otter Tail Power Company 

Paul Bunyan Telephone 

Potlatch 

Renaissance Hearing Center 

RiverWood Bank 

Target 

Wells Fargo 

Presidents Plus Award 
(Corporate Gift of $5,000-$9,999)  
 
Enbridge 

Knife River Materials  

Kraus Anderson Construction 

 
 

Presidents Plus Plus Award 
(Corporate Gift of $10,000 and above) 
 
 

First National Bank Bemidji  

 

 

 

Employee Participation 
Combined employee pledges &  

fundraisers over $10,000  
 

Beltrami Electric Cooperative 

Bemidji State University 

RiverWood Bank  

 

 

Employee Participation 
Combined employee pledges &  

fundraisers over $15,000  
 

Bemidji Area Schools 

First National Bank Bemidji 

MeritCare Clinic 

North Country Business Products  

 

 

Employee Participation 
Combined employee pledges &  
fundraisers over $20,000  
 

North Country Health Services  
 

 

Gold Award 
(Over 70% employee participation &  
over 10% increase over last year’s campaign) 
 

Dondelinger GM 

Freeberg & Grund 

MedSave Family Pharmacy 

MJB Home Center 

North Country Business Products 

Paul Bunyan Broadcasting 

Pinnacle Publishing 

RP Broadcasting 

RiverWood Bank 

UPS 

Widseth Smith Nolting 

Wells Fargo 

 

Silver Award 
(Over 60% employee participation &  
over 7% increase over last year’s campaign) 
 

The Evergreen House, Inc. 

First National Bank Bemidji 

Miller McDonald 

Minnesota Public Radio 

Northern Safety and Security 

 

Bronze Award 
(Over 50% employee participation &  

over 5% increase over last year’s campaign) 

 

Enbridge 

Sexual Assault Program 
 

 

2008 Campaign Awards 



YEAR CAMPAIGN CHAIR GOAL GROSS DOLLAR PERCENT 
   PLEDGES INC/DEC INC/DEC 

1987 Kevin Cease $103,000  $63,000  $0  0% 
      

1988 Pat Kelly $80,000  $96,000  $33,000  52% 
      

1989 Bill Belford $120,000  $120,000  $24,000  25% 
      

1990 Peggy Hanson $140,000  $133,000  $13,000  11% 
      

1991 Ted Gillett $153,000  $158,000  $25,000  19% 
      

1992 Don & Jewyll Eng $170,000  $165,000  $7,000  4% 
      

1993 Jim & Dot Thompson $178,000  $189,000  $24,000  15% 
      

1994 Kay Mack $200,000  $217,115  $28,115  15% 
      

1995 Connie Jacobson $220,000  $233,798  $16,683  8% 
      

1996 Anne & Jon Sand $237,500  $262,627  $28,829  12% 
      

1997 Joanne Torfin $269,500  $272,733  $10,106  4% 
      

1998 John & Lori Paris $280,000  $286,595  $13,862  5% 
      

1999 De Pickett $295,000  $291,724  $5,129  2% 
      

2000 Bruce Anderson $300,000  $323,670  $31,946  11% 
      

2001 John & Jan Cota $325,000  $338,334  $14,664  5% 

      
2002 Barb Treat $340,000  $349,605  $11,271  3% 

      
2003 Ken & Kari Howe $345,000  $357,601  $7,996  2% 

      
2004 Jack and Pat Reynolds $363,000  $369,465  $11,864  3% 

      
2005 Brian Bissonette $379,000  $401,654  $32,189  8% 

      
2006 Tom & Kim Kusler $420,000  $412,602  $10,948  3% 

      
2007 Kevin and Ann Cease $421,000  $412,750  $148  0% 

      
2008 Leisha Gregg and Jodi Schroeder $421,000  $416,422 $3,672 1% 

 TOTALS 5,760,000 $5,870,695  $353,422  
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Supporter ($500-$999)  

3 Anonymous Supporters 

Jeff & Deb Allison 

Pete and Alane Aube 

Jim & Evy Aylesworth 

Johnny Lee Walker & Tracy Bailey 

Michael & Pamela Beard 

Dr. Jim & Nancy Bensen 

Dr. Craig & Barb Benson 

Terrance & Sherri Birkeland 

Brian Bissonette 

Roy Blackwood & Laurie Buehler 

Al & Leona Bontrager 

Steve & Kristi Booth 

Matt and Ashli Bowen 

John & Margaret Bressler 

Dave & Eileen Bretschneider 

Jana & Herb Bromenshenkel 

Dennis & Nancy Brovold 

Cynthia Buttleman 

Dave & Maggie Carlson 

Steve & Sue Carlson 

Kevin & Ann Cease 

Charles Christensen 

Dr. Mark Edward Colliton 

Erling & Judy Comstock 

John & Jan Cota 

Dean & Wendy Crotty 

Joe & Kari Czapiewski 

Joe & Michelle Dahlby 

Don Dale and Mary Fairbanks 

Stan & Ann Daley 

JoAnne Daniels 

Sue Dearholt 

Patrick Donnay 

 

 

James Dougherty 

Jon & Beth Duncan 

Joe & Karen Dunn 

Jeff Ewert (Forming Solutions) 

Jared & Penny Echternach 

Colleen Falk 

Tim & Betty Faver 

Beth Fleahman 

James & Teresa Galloway 

George & Joann Gardner 

Kevin & Shelly Geerdes 

Ma Gildersleeve 

Dr. Ted & Ardis Gillett 

Mary & Kevin Gish 

Leisha Gregg 

Dr. James & Cathie Hatch 

Jason & Cathy Hedstrom 

Jim & Marilyn Heltzer 

Jordan & Laurie Hickman 

LeeAnn Hill 

Phil & Marilynne Hodapp 

Ken & Kari Howe 

Ray & Bea Knodel 

Alan Korpi & Martha Nelson 

Curt & Sue Kringen 

Tom & Kim Kusler 

Julie Laitala 

Dave & Diane Landgrebe 

Lloyd & De Larson 

Michelle Lasha 

Suzanne & Michael Liapis 

Gordy & Alice Lindgren 

Catherine Lowe 

Larry & Kay Mack 

Dr. Raymond Majkrzak 

Patri Matuseski  

 

Joe & Sonja McCollum 

Joseph & Joan McKinnon 

Brandi Nelson 

Gary & Karen Oftelie 

John & Eloise Ostrem 

Greg & Kathy Palm 

Ed & Marla Patrias 

Dean Peterson 

John & Julie Pugleasa 

Jon & Trish Quistgaard 

Kenneth Raw 

Patrick Riley & Natalie Roholt 

Patricia Rogers 

Irvin & Ardith Rotto 

Bill & Jennifer Sanford 

Jodi Schroeder 

Stephen & Rebecca Schueller 

Barb & Brian Smith 

Carson & Barb Stensland 

Laurie Ann Straw 

Tom & Bonnie Swanson 

Dan Thul 

Jim & Barb Treat 

Debbie and Ron Tuck 

Scott & Christie Turn 

Cliff Tweedale 

Libby Underhill 

Bob & Gwen Verchota 

Nancy Vyskocil 

Paul & Jackie Welle 

Robert & Jeanette Welle 

Tom & Paulette Welle 

Dr. Doug & Kim Williams 

Mark & Christie Winchell 

Kelly and Karen Windecker 

 

 

Founder ($1,000-$2,499) 
Dr. Kris & Linda Anderson 

Daniel & Jodi Bryant 

Dr. Joseph Corser & Paula S. Woods 

Wayne & Carolyn Dondelinger 

Dr. Mark & Darice Dwyer 

Nancy Ehlen Fund  
      of Central MN Community Foundation 

Steve & Sue Engel 

Darlene Geller 

Jim & Jo Hanko 

Dr. Howard and Mary Hoody 

Tim and Kathy Hughes 

Dr. Terrance & Susan Johnson 

Dr. Jane Kilgore & Thomas D’Albani 

Kevin & Susan Lind 

John & Lori Paris 

Dr. Diane Pittman & Lawrence Krantz 

Paul A. and Jean Richards 

Dr. Bob & Carole Rutka 

William & Rochelle Scheela 

Joanne Torfin 

Robyn Trepanier 

Claudia Verdun 

E. Joseph & Jane E. Welle 

Hugh & Deb Welle 

 

 

Cornerstone ($2,500-$4,999) 
Jeff & Roxann Kemink 
Robert Buuck Family Foundation 

2008 Pillar Level Supporters  



 
Thank you for a remarkable first year!  As I reflect on my first year as the 
United Way of Bemidji Area’s executive director, I am grateful to the 
board of directors for entrusting me with the position back in January 
2008.  I knew I would thoroughly enjoy working for the United Way, but I 
don’t think I realized how fulfilling it would be.  Throughout this year, 
the respect I have for our community and the work of our Partner Agen-
cies has immensely grown.  Our Partner Agencies work diligently and 
collaboratively to ensure the safety net in our community remains strong.  
They provide resources that create lasting changes in people’s lives, but 
more importantly, they make real connections with their clients, treating 

them with the kind of respect and dignity that every human being deserves.  For many 
people facing a disability or hardship, this may be the first experience they have had where 
they feel worthy of hope and assistance.  And our community, time and time again,  
provides the necessary support to make it all happen.              
  
Thanks to the board’s leadership, our year round dedicated volunteers, and generous  
supporters, the United Way of Bemidji Area remains a very reputable and sound organiza-
tion.  In these trying economic times, with many nonprofits facing financial uncertainties, 
I am thankful the United Way of Bemidji Area will c ontinue to be an organization our  
Partner Agencies and those in need in our community can depend on.   
 
The community’s investment of $416,421.57 to this y ear’s campaign, more than any 
other campaign in the history of the United Way of Bemidji Area, is a true testament that 
our community believes there is good around us and they want to help it grow.  Thank you! 
 
The United Way of Bemidji Area is your United Way.  In 2009, we will continue to work on 
the issues that matter to you;  we will recognize areas of accomplishments; and work with 
community stakeholders, contributors and partners to identify additional keystones on 
which we can build our education, income and health outreach efforts.   

You are a very important part of United Way.  Thank you for lending your support and  
loyalty.  Together we are building a strong and healthy community for ourselves, and future  
generations to come. 

  

   

Ashli Bowen 
United Way of Bemidji Area Executive Director 
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